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(57) ABSTRACT

A refrigerator having a first storage box inserted and with-
drawn like a drawer in association with a door, a second
storage box seated and rolled on an upper part of the first
storage box, and aroller device to enable the rolling motion of
the second storage box on the first storage box. The roller
device includes a first roller member mounted to the second
storage box, a first roller supporting part formed at the first
storage box to support a rolling motion of the first roller
member thereon, a second roller member mounted to the first
storage box, and a second roller supporting part formed at the
second storage box to support the rolling motion of the second
roller member thereon. The second storage box may be
smoothly moved since the load of the second storage box is
distributed to the first and second roller members.

6 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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1
REFRIGERATOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 12/801,782 filed on Jun. 24, 2010, which claims the
benefit of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2009-0063642,
filed on Jul. 13, 2009 in the Korean Intellectual Property
Office, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Embodiments of the present invention relate to a refrigera-
tor having a first storage box in the form of a drawer inserted
in and withdrawn from an inside of a freezing chamber and a
second storage box disposed on the upper part of the first
storage box, both of which are smoothly inserted and with-
drawn.

2. Description of the Related Art

A refrigerator is an apparatus to preserve freshness of
various groceries for a long time by supplying a cold air
generated by a heat exchanger to a storage chamber sectioned
into a freezing chamber and a refrigerating chamber.

Recently, in order to offer consumers various conve-
niences, it has been suggested to provide a refrigerator struc-
tured in a manner that the refrigerating chamber mainly used
for a short-time preservation of beverage and food is disposed
at an upper part thereof while the freezing chamber mainly
used for a longtime preservation of frozen food is disposed at
a lower part thereof.

The freezing chamber is mounted with a first storage box
which receives foodstuffs to be preserved in a frozen state.
The first storage box is usually fixed to a rear surface of a
freezing chamber door and inserted and withdrawn like a
drawer as the freezing chamber door is opened and closed.

In addition, a separate storage box, that is, a second storage
box is mounted at an upper part of the first storage box also to
receive foodstuffs. The second storage box has a relatively
low utility owing to its short withdrawal distance. Accord-
ingly, a method of withdrawing the second storage box needs
to be improved.

SUMMARY

Therefore, it is an aspect to provide a refrigerator enabling
storage boxes to be smoothly inserted to and withdrawn from
a storage chamber thereof.

Additional aspects of the invention will be set forth in part
in the description which follows and, in part, will be apparent
from the description, or may be learned by practice of the
invention.

In accordance with an aspect, a refrigerator includes a
storage chamber, a door mounted at a front side of the storage
chamber, a first storage box inserted and withdrawn like a
drawer in association with the operation of the door, and a
second storage box seated on an upper part of the first storage
box to operate in a rolling motion, wherein the first and
second storage boxes are equipped with a roller device to
enable the rolling motion of the second storage box on the first
storage box, and the roller device includes a first roller mem-
ber mounted to the second storage box; a first roller support-
ing part formed at the first storage box to support a rolling
motion of the first roller member thereon; a second roller
member mounted to the first storage box to share the load of

15

40

45

50

55

2

the second storage box together with the first roller member
during insertion and withdrawal of the second storage box;
and a second roller supporting part formed at the second
storage box to support a rolling motion of the second roller
member thereon.

The first roller member may be mounted at both front ends
of'the second storage box, and the first roller supporting part
is mounted at both upper ends of the first storage box corre-
sponding to the first roller members.

The second roller member may be mounted at an inner rear
end of the first roller supporting part of the first storage box,
and the second roller supporting part may be formed on a
bottom surface of the second storage box corresponding to the
second roller member.

The second roller supporting part may have a separation
prevention rib to restrain the second storage box from moving
in lateral directions while the second roller member is rolling
along the second roller supporting part.

The refrigerator may further include a buffer member
formed at a rear end of the first roller supporting part to
restrict the rolling motion of the first roller member.

The refrigerator may further include a rail device provided
on both sides of the first storage box to enable insertion and
withdrawal of the first storage box.

The rail device may include rail housings mounted on both
sides of an interior cabinet of the storage chamber and each
equipped with a rack gear; static rails received in the rail
housings; movable rails slid relative to the static rails; rail
covers fixed to the movable rails while mounting the first
storage box; and pinion gears meshed with the rack gears and
fixed to the movable rails.

A connection bar may be interposed between the pinion
gears to minimize the movement of the first storage box in the
forward and the backward direction during insertion and
withdrawal of the first storage box.

A gear tooth formed at a rear end of each of the rack gears
may have a lesser height than the other gear teeth and may
have any one of semicircular, triangular and cut shape.

Gear teeth formed at a rear end of each of the rack gears
may have gradually decreasing heights toward the rear end of
the rack gear.

In addition, an idle gear or a slip prevention rib may be
formed at a rear end of each of the rack gears so as to prevent
separation of the pinion gears.

A buffer projection may be formed at a rear part of the door
so restrict a forward movement of the second storage box
during the rolling motion of the second storage box.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following description of the
embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a refrigerator according to
an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the refrigerator shown in FIG.
1

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of a first storage box
and a rail device employed in the refrigerator of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4A to FIG. 4D are perspective views showing various
versions of a rack gear of the rail device shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view showing the first storage box
and a second storage box shown in FIG. 1; and
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FIG. 6 to FIG. 8 are longitudinal sectional views showing
sequential processes to withdraw the first and second storage
boxes shown in FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the embodiments
of the present invention, examples of which are illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference numerals
refer to like elements throughout.

Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, a refrigerator according to
the embodiment includes a main body 10 constituting the
exterior look of the refrigerator, and a storage chamber
formed inside the main body 10 and opened to the front. The
storage chamber may be divided into an upper space and a
lower space by a partition 15. Usually, the upper space is used
as a refrigerating chamber 20 while the lower space is used as
a freezing chamber 30.

Heat exchangers 24 and 34 and ventilation fans 25 and 35
are mounted at rear parts of the refrigerating chamber 20 and
the freezing chamber 30, respectively, in order to produce a
cold air and supply the cold air separately to the refrigerating
chamber 20 and the freezing chamber 30. In addition, a
machine chamber 36 is provided at a rear lower part of the
main body 10, including a compressor and a condenser to
compress and condense a refrigerant and supply the refriger-
ant to the heat exchangers 24 and 34.

Doors 21 and 31 are mounted to front sides of the respec-
tive storage chambers 20 and 30 to selectively open and close
the insides of the storage chambers 20 and 30. More specifi-
cally, the door 21 may be side-by-side doors pivotably con-
nected at the left and the right of the front side of the refrig-
erating chamber 20. The freezing chamber door 31 may be a
drawer-type door 31 withdrawn and inserted from and into
the front side of the freezing chamber 30.

A plurality of guards 22 may be mounted to a rear surface
of the refrigerating chamber door 21 in multiple layers for
more convenient reception of foodstufts. Also, a plurality of
shelves 23 and receiving members in the form of a drawer, a
basket or the like may be mounted in the refrigerating cham-
ber 21.

A guard 32 is mounted to a rear surface of the drawer door
31. In addition, a first storage box 40 and a second storage box
50 are provided to the freezing chamber 30, which are
inserted and withdrawn like a drawer according to opening
and closing operations of the freezing chamber door 31. Here,
the second storage box 50 is seated on an upper part of the first
storage box 40 to operate in a rolling motion.

As the freezing chamber door 31 is opened and closed, the
first storage box 40 is withdrawn and inserted by a rail device
60 mounted at both lateral sides thereof. As shown in FIG. 3,
the rail device 60 includes a pair of rail housings 61, rail units
65 received in the rail housings 61, and rail covers 66 fixed to
part of the rail units 65 while mounting the first storage box 1.

Accordingly, the rail housings 61 are mounted on both
sides of an interior cabinet of the freezing chamber 30 and
receive the rail units 65.

A rack gear 62 is formed at a lower end of each of the rail
housings 61. A pinion gear 67 is provided to move in mesh
with an upper surface of the rack gear 62.

A connection bar 68 is linked between the pinion gears 67
of'both sides as shown in the drawing. The connection bar 68
is adapted to restrain the first storage box 40 from moving
forward and backward while being inserted and withdrawn.

Each of the rail units 65 includes a static rail 654 fixed to
each rail housing 61, and a movable rail 655 slid along the
static rail 65a. The static rail 65a and the movable rail 655
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may be implemented by general rails performing a rolling
motion by a bearing (not shown) provided therein and
enabling insertion and withdrawal of the drawer-type door 31.

The pinion gear 67 meshed with the rack gear 62 formed at
the rail housing 61 is fixed to the movable rail 655. The rail
cover 66 for mounting of the first storage box 40 is also fixed
to the movable rail 655. Additionally, a guide groove may be
formed at the rail cover 66 to guide a guide projection 41
extended on both lateral sides of the first storage box 40.

While the pinion gear 67 is separated from and reset in the
rack gear 62 according to insertion and withdrawal of the first
storage box 40, an operation noise may be generated due to
surface contact between the pinion gear 67 and the rack gear
62 according to shape of teeth of the gears 62 and 67.

To minimize such an operation noise, the embodiment
improves the teeth of the rack gear 62 so that the pinion gear
67 and the rack gear 62 achieve line-contact or point-contact
with each other while the pinion gear 67 and the rack gear 62
are being reset.

More specifically, the teeth of the rack gear 62 may be
configured in a manner that a gear tooth 62a formed at a rear
end of the rack gear 62 has a semicircular shape with a lesser
height than the other gear teeth, as shown in FIG. 4A. The gear
tooth 624 formed at the rear end of the rack gear 62 may have
atriangular shape with a lesser height than the other gear teeth
as shown in FIG. 4B. The gear tooth 62a may have a partially
cut shape to be slanted as shown in FIG. 4C. A plurality of the
gear teeth 62a may be formed to have gradually decreasing
heights toward the rear end of the rack gear 62.

In case that the first storage box 40 is eccentrically inserted
and withdrawn, one of the pinion gears 67 may be idly
rotated. To this end, an idle gear 63a as shown in FIG. 4A or
a slip prevention rib 635 as shown in FIG. 4B may be further
provided at the rear end of each of the rack gears 62.

As aforementioned, the second storage box 50 is seated and
rolled on the upper part of the first storage box 40. For this, the
first and second storage boxes 40 and 50 are equipped with a
dedicated roller device enabling the rolling motion of the
second storage box 50 on the first storage box 40, as shown in
FIG. 5 and FIG. 6.

Theroller device includes afirst roller member 51 mounted
to the second storage box 50, a first roller device having a first
roller supporting part 42 formed at the first storage box 40 to
seat the first roller member 51 thereon, a second roller mem-
ber 43 mounted to the first storage box 40, and a second roller
device having a second roller supporting part 52 formed at the
second storage box 50 to seat the second roller member 43
thereon.

More particularly, the first roller member 51 is mounted at
both front ends of the second storage box 50 whereas the first
roller supporting part 42 is formed at both upper ends of the
first storage box 40. While seating the respective first roller
members 51 thereon, the first roller supporting parts 42 sup-
port the second storage box 50 and guide the rolling motion of
the first roller members 51 during insertion and withdrawal of
the second storage box 50.

Here, a buffering member 44 is formed at a rear end of each
first roller supporting part 42 to restrict the rolling motion of
each first roller member 51 so that the first roller member 51
cannot roll beyond a predetermined degree, as well as absorb-
ing the rolling motion. An undescribed reference numeral 32a
denotes a buffering projection that restricts a forward move-
ment of the second storage box 50, while serving as a buffer
between the guard 32 of the freezing chamber door 31 and the
second storage box 50 during withdrawal of the second stor-
age box 50.
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The second roller member 43 is disposed at an inner rear
end of each of the first roller supporting parts 42 to face a
bottom surface ofthe second storage box 50. Since the second
roller members 43 share the load of the second storage box 50
with the first roller members 51 during insertion and with-
drawal of the second storage box 50, the second storage box
50 may be more smoothly moved forward and backward.

In addition, the second roller supporting part 52 is formed
on both bottom sides of the second storage box 50, being each
provided with a separate prevention rib 53 supporting each
second roller member 43 to prevent the second storage box 50
from moving in lateral directions while the second roller
member 43 is rolling along the second roller supporting part
52.

Also, a third roller member 57 is provided on both sides of
the second storage box 50 to move along guide rails 37
formed in the interior cabinet of the freezing chamber 30 as
the second storage box 50 is being inserted and withdrawn.
More specifically, the third roller members 57 are mounted at
front ends of flange parts 56 formed on both sides of the
second storage box 50. Therefore, the third roller members 57
support the rear end of the second storage box 50 when only
the first storage box 40 is withdrawn but the second storage
box 50 is not withdrawn.

Hereinafter, the process of withdrawing the second storage
box 50 according to the embodiment will be described.

In order to withdraw the first and second storage boxes 40
and 50, first, the freezing chamber door 31 is pulled out to the
front of the refrigerator so that the first storage box 40 is
withdrawn as shown in FIG. 7. Here, the first storage box 40
is withdrawn by the rail device 60 mounted at the both sides
of the first storage box 40.

As the freezing chamber door 31 is pulled to the front, the
pinion gear 67 is operated, which is meshed with the rack gear
62 formed on the rail housing 61 of the rail device, thereby
sliding the movable rail 655 fixed to the pinion gear 67 rela-
tive to the static rail 65a. When the movable rail 656 is thus
slid from the static rail 65a, the rail cover 66 fixed with the
movable rail 6556 is moved. Accordingly, the first storage box
40 mounted to the rail cover 66 is withdrawn to the front.

Thus, the rail device is operated by the rack gear 62 of the
rail housing 61 and the pinion gear 67 meshed with the rack
gear 62 during insertion and withdrawal of the first storage
box 40. Here, since the teeth structure of the rack gear 62 is
improved to form line-contact or point-contact with the pin-
ion gear 67, the operation noise may be prevented while the
teeth of the pinion gear 67 are being separated from and reset
in the teeth of the rack gear 67.

Furthermore, during insertion and withdrawal of the first
storage box 40, the idle gear 634 or the slip prevention rib 635
formed at the rear end of the rack gear 62 may prevent sepa-
ration of the pinion gear 67 and accordingly prevent idle
rotation of the pinion gear 67.

When the first storage box 40 is withdrawn, the second
storage box 50 seated on the upper part of the first storage box
40 is also withdrawn. When a user intends to put certain stuff
in the first storage box 40 in this state, the second storage box
50 needs to be inserted into the freezing chamber 30.

Insertion of the second storage box 50 may be achieved in
the following manner as shown in FIG. 8. The first roller
member 51 of the second storage box 50 is rolled along the
first roller supporting part 42 formed at the first storage box
40. Simultaneously, the second roller member 43 of the first
storage box 40 is rolled along the second roller supporting
part 52 formed at the second storage box 50.

While the second storage box 50 is rolling on the upper part
of'the first storage box 40 by the roller device, the load of the
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second storage box 50 is distributed to the first roller member
51 of the second storage box 50 and the second roller member
43 of the first storage box 40. As a result, the second storage
box 50 is smoothly rolled forward and backward.

As is apparent from the above description, a refrigerator
according to the embodiment of the present invention enables
smooth insertion and withdrawal of storage boxes by adopt-
ing a roller device and a rail device.

Although a few embodiments have been shown and
described, it would be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that changes may be made in these embodiments without
departing from the principles and spirit of the invention, the
scope of which is defined in the claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A refrigerator comprising:

a main body having a storage chamber;

a door slidably mounted to the main body;

a first storage unit movable in association with closing and
opening operations of the door, each of side walls of the
first storage unit having a first roller supporting surface;
and

a second storage unit having first roller members mounted
to a front region of the second storage unit, the first roller
members being seated on the first roller supporting sur-
faces of the first storage unit to enable rolling movement
thereof, a protrusion extending downwardly from a bot-
tom surface of the second storage unit into the first
storage unit, a lateral surface of the protrusion being
configured to contact an interior surface of the first stor-
age unit to prevent the first roller members from laterally
leaving the first roller supporting surfaces, and second
roller members provided on both sides of the second
storage unit to move along guide surfaces provided on an
interior of the storage chamber as the second storage unit
is being inserted and withdrawn, the second roller mem-
bers being configured to support a rear region of the
second storage unit,

wherein a rear region of the first roller supporting surfaces
of the side walls of the first storage unit includes a
stopper member, the stopper member being positioned
on the first roller supporting surfaces such that the stop-
per member is spaced a predetermined distance from the
respective first roller member when the door is in a
closed position.

2. The refrigerator according to claim 1, wherein the stop-
per members are configured to restrict a backward movement
of'the second storage unit during the rolling motion of the first
roller members.

3. The refrigerator according to claim 1, further comprising
buffer projections configured to restrict a forward movement
of'the second storage unit during the rolling motion of the first
roller member.

4. The refrigerator according to claim 1, wherein the pro-
trusion laterally extends along the bottom surface of the sec-
ond storage unit substantially a length of the second storage
unit.

5. A refrigerator comprising:

a main body having a freezing storage chamber;

a door slidably mounted to the freezing storage chamber;

a first storage unit movable into and out of the freezing
storage chamber, each of side walls of the first storage
unit having a first roller supporting surface;

a rail device provided between an interior of the freezing
storage chamber and a side wall of the first storage unit,
fixed to the interior and the side wall;
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a connection bar provided within the freezing storage
chamber to restrain the first storage unit from moving
forward and backward while being inserted and with-
drawn;

a second storage unit having first roller members located at 5
a front region of the second storage unit, the first roller
members seated on the first roller supporting surfaces of
the first storage unit to enable rolling movement thereof,
and a protrusion extending downwardly from a bottom
surface of the second storage unit into the first storage 10
unit, a lateral surface of the protrusion being configured
to contact an interior surface of the first storage unit to
prevent the first roller members from laterally leaving
the first roller supporting surfaces; and

a buffer projection configured to restrict a forward move- 15
ment of the second storage unit during the rolling motion
of the first roller members,

wherein the second storage unit further includes rear roller
members provided on both sides of the second storage
unit to move along guide surfaces provided on an inte- 20
rior of the storage chamber as the second storage unit is
being inserted and withdrawn, the rear roller members
being configured to support a rear portion of the second
storage unit.

6. The refrigerator according to claim 5, wherein the pro- 25
trusion laterally extends along the bottom surface of the sec-
ond storage unit substantially a length of the second storage
unit.
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